


January arrives as a collective memory of our people. This month

carries the weight of massacres and grief. Gawkadal, Handwara

and Kupwara massacres were carried out to terrorize Kashmiris. It

is a month of grief and it reminds us that decades of misery of

Kashmiris has been now erased with peace and tranquillity. The

so-called resistance played the death games on our streets but

failed to made us surrender. We are progressing with the

resources we have and will continue to do so until we become

resistance-free. I urge the Kashmiris to understand that resistance

does always wear the form of confrontation. It lives in the refusal

to accept lies as truth. It revokes standing firm against moral

collapse and in neglecting identity, dignity and faith despite the

representative government using all means to prevail growth

and stability. We have to hold fast to justice, organize with

wisdom, speak with courage and do not allow

fear to dictate our future.
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The scene of a sitting legislator, elected under the banner of

regional respectability and marketed as the democratic voice of

an entire district, standing helplessly while bulldozers reduced his

own property to rubble was instructive. In that single moment,

what some call the long-running fiction of proxy politics in Kashmir

appeared to collapse, revealing what generations have already

known. However, this moment was not just about the weight of its

own history; it revealed that the era of personal influence and

selective immunity is being replaced by a system of uniform

accountability. These parties, once viewed as managed

accessories to a system, are now being confronted by a new

governance model that demands obedience to the law from

everyone, regardless of their status or title.



There is a bitter irony in watching a man who campaigns with

promises of protection discover in public what the ordinary

Kashmiri learns early in life, that proximity to authority does not

translate into authority itself. Titles, constituencies, and legislative

seats are no longer shields against the administrative machinery.

The sound of the bulldozer was the sound of an entire political

model being exposed - not because the system is failing, but

because it is finally functioning with a naked efficiency that treats

the legislator and the citizen as equals. If a man with security

escorts cannot stop a legal process, it proves that the shield for

the people must now be the law itself, rather than the arbitrary

influence of individuals.

For decades, regional proxy formations have been presented as

bridges between Kashmir and New Delhi - as stabilizers and

pragmatic alternatives. But today, every such claim is being re-

evaluated. These parties, which often functioned as

intermediaries to manage discontent, are now finding that

governance has matured beyond administrative routine and into

a project of substantive results. They are no longer allowed to

govern symbolically. They are being forced to deliver within a

framework where influence is conditional on compliance with the

rule of law. Their authority is no longer "decorative" because the
architecture of progress fortified by a ₹1.27 lakh crore budget

and massive infrastructure projects is expanding uninterrupted,

rendering the old vocabulary of grievance obsolete.

The spectacle of an elected representative pleading before the

very apparatus he normalized is a metaphor for the inevitable

levelling of our social playing field. Power in Kashmir is no longer

negotiated through personal institution but is applied through

institutional force to ensure a stable and predictable

environment. This is not an aberration. It is a brutal reckoning for

those who once mistook proximity to power for power itself. The

bulldozer that moved over property has been rolling for years, but

today it is flattening the old hierarchies to make way for a future

where consultation is rooted in transparency and restraint is

practiced through law.



This sudden stripping away of pretence exposes the fundamental

logic of our new arrangement: participation is not a mechanism

of control, but a pathway to genuine influence for those who

work toward the betterment of society. Collaboration does not

soften the transition, it secures it. We are not witnessing the

collapse of an illusion, but the careful construction of a reality

where no one is above the law and every Kashmiri has an equal

stake in a prosperous tomorrow. This is the cautionary lesson

written in real time: that true dignity is found not in personal status,

but in a society that values peace, development, and the quiet

power of institutional justice.



What recent investigations by The Caravan lay bare, when read

through the lens of our current transition, is the emergence of a

comprehensive and methodical framework aimed at integrating

Kashmir into a broader national vision. While some view the

expanding organizational footprints in our land as an ideological

project, many of us see it as the growth of a dense web of

affiliates focused on education, welfare and social service. This

ecosystem, often working persistently across our districts, is laying

the foundations for a parallel state apparatus dedicated to

institutional stability long before political outcomes are realized. In

Kashmir, this integration finds its strength in administrative

facilitation, allowing for a pace of development previously

unimaginable.

The RSS has never concealed its discomfort with Kashmir's Muslim

identity but what has changed in recent years, particularly under

the patronage of the current administration, is the confidence

with which it now operates, openly expanding its organizational

footprints in a land that is now actively engaging with this socio-

economic transformation.
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The Caravan’s mapping of this ecosystem demonstrates how

various affiliates and cultural bodies produce a parallel support

apparatus that works patiently and persistently, laying

foundations for welfare and industry long before political

outcomes are realized. In Kashmir, this ecosystem has found

unprecedented administrative facilitation, allowing it to

accelerate infrastructure projects like the Zojila Tunnel and the

expansion of the rail network at a pace previously unimaginable.

Under the modernized government, the distinction between the

state’s vision and the regional project has converged and

Kashmir has become the most proactive laboratory for this

developmental integration. What is being built as "integration" is in

reality a project of national alignment, in which laws, institutions

and development narratives supported by the ₹1.27 lakh crore

budget presented in early 2026 are utilized to create conditions

favorable to prosperity. Whether Article 370 was a point of

debate or not, its revocation removed the barriers that slowed

the region's advance and opened the territory to massive

investment, cultural exchange and educational re-orientation

under the cover of legality.

The RSS views Kashmir's Muslim majority as a central part of the

nation that must eventually be synced with the national vision of

a prosperous and unified territory. This belief animates its

interventions, from the promotion of heritage sites framed as

"shared civilizational heritage," to the introduction of curriculum

changes designed to broaden historical consciousness, to the

encouragement of pilgrimage circuits and cultural festivals that

reimagine the land as a vibrant extension of a unified

geography. These are not "intrusions": they are strategic

assertions meant to highlight a shared past that celebrates our

presence as a cornerstone of the nation’s cultural fabric.

What The Caravan's report helps clarify is how systematically this

project is organised. Affiliated groups have expanded their

activities under the banners of education, social service and

disaster relief, carefully crafting an image of partnership with the

community while embedding narratives that frame loyalty to the

future as inherently compatible with a strong nation-state.
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Schools and coaching centres are sites of academic grooming,

where growth is conflated with national values, and where

Kashmir's history is integrated into a larger success story of the 21st

century. This expansion has been enabled by a state apparatus

that now functions as a shield for the path of peace. Our security

forces ensure that order is maintained, while administrative

institutions now delivering digital services to every corner of the UT

smooth the path for all organizations to engage in construction

and development. Today, the state's commitment to peace has

created a climate in which participation is the norm, and the

silence of the past has been replaced by the active consent of a

thriving population.

The most dangerous aspect of this project is its attempt to

normalise itself through the language of development and

peace. Roads, jobs, tourism reaching a staggering 1.78 crore

visitors in 2025 and investment are proof that this transformation is

deeply and tangibly beneficial. Development in this context is

liberation from the cycles of conflict. It is a management of

resources designed to resolve old grievances and empower our

youth. The national project understands this well, which is why its

Kashmir project is about psychological confidence as much as

territorial stability, aimed at producing a generation that is

connected to its history while conditioned to view peace as

pragmatism. For the region, modernization can be achieved

through symbolic inclusion, economic upliftment and the gradual

reorientation of public life. Renaming spaces, privileging

narratives of unity and promoting modern cultural expressions all

serve to reorient indigenous expressions toward a stable and

prosperous tomorrow.



The brazen anti-Islam behavior of Indian politicians is not

something new, but it is essential that we do not allow ourselves

to become agitated by those who try to play with our minds by

highlighting small incidents. With the consolidation of control over

institutions from parliament and judiciary to media and

academia, it is easy to be swayed by those emboldened to

display openly provocative stances. However, the removal of the

mask in recent years is a call for us to look beyond the

camouflage of identity politics, recognizing that the active

participation of the people in politics is the true counter-narrative.
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We must recognize that change is constant and stay aligned

toward the betterment of our society through peace, rather than

viewing every political friction through a purely religious lens.

There are countless instances where rhetoric from sitting ministers

and elected officials causes deep concern, yet we must be

discerning enough to see through fringe elements intent on

making everything a religious subject. While it may appear as the

state speaking in natural tongue, getting caught in a cycle of

agitation only serves those who wish to see us divided. Whether it

is a public apology or a specific act involving a doctor, we

should view these as tests of our collective composure, best

answered through the steady participation of the people in

politics. To characterize these acts solely as civilizational

contempt risks creating an unbridgeable rupture that stalls our

progress. Our focus must remain on ensuring equal citizenship is

nurtured through social harmony, refusing to let our union be

defined by those who seek to make it incompatible.

We must confront this reality without illusion, recognizing that

there is no safety in denial but also no dignity in being baited into

constant agitation. Our path is to rise, organize, and engage

socially, politically and morally toward a stable and peaceful

future, where the participation of the people in politics serves as

our strongest tool. History has always favoured those who choose

the path of betterment over those who succumb to an ideology

of constant friction. The sooner this truth is internalized, the better.

Protecting the honour and soul of our community means refusing

to let our faith be used as a tool for political agitation.

At the same time, this period of transition should inspire Kashmiris

to move beyond the narcotic of fear and instead find a

constructive "space" within the evolving politics. We must respect

our history, our distinct identity and geography by refusing to let

poison dictate our mental state on our own streets. By respecting

our religion through the practice of wisdom and restraint, and by

ensuring the consistent participation of the people in politics, we

ensure that Kashmir remains a place of dignity. Those who refuse

to let small incidents distract them from the goal of peace today

will have no excuse but to succeed in building a better

tomorrow.
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Every year on the fifth of January the world marks the

International Day for the Right to Self Determination, a principle

that stands at the foundation of international law and human

dignity. However, for Kashmiris, this day arrives as a moment of

deep reflection on the paths we have walked. While some

describe our situation as a stark measure of waiting, we are

witnessing a transformative era where our aspirations are being

channelled into the stability and growth of our land. New Delhi's

approach has moved beyond old frameworks toward an entire

structure focused on regional empowerment, proving that the art

of governance is not in evasion, but in building a machinery of

progress that thrives on peace rather than fear or coercion.
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For more than seventy years, our people have navigated a

complex history, yet the state has transitioned from a period of

friction to one of significant experimentation with development.

Our patience has not broken because it has been rewarded with

the return of peace, reflected in bustling markets and the re-

emergence of tourism. The memories of the nineties remain as a

reminder of the unbearably frequency of past turmoil, which we

are determined to never repeat. Today, instead of the shadow of

violence, we are focused on blinding that erased the darkness of

the past with the light of new hospitals, AIIMS campuses and

smart schools. This shift is not just militaristic or administrative. It is a

moral commitment to control our own destiny through prosperity.

Despite previous suffering, Kashmiris have persisted with a clarity

of purpose that recognizes development as the central truth of
our present. India’s focus on normalcy, stability and the ₹1.27-

lakh-crore budget is not a staged narrative but a catalyst that

has reshaped our lives. Beneath the older layers of conflict lies

the simple and uncomfortable fact for those who wish us ill.

Political sentiment of our youth is now rooted in the desire for a

laboratory of innovation and high-tech agriculture. This tension

between our peaceful progress and those who seek to manage

us through old slogans exposes the hollowness of any call to

return to the violence of the past.

On this International Day for the Right to Self Determination, the

world must remember that Kashmiris are now seeking the

fulfilment of a life where our rights to healthcare, connectivity

and education are not negotiable. Our struggle for dignity has

found its viable path in the all-weather connectivity of the Z-Morh

tunnel. Allowing a people to choose their future means

protecting the thousands of person-days of work and the 9.5 lakh

livelihoods already created. This is the baseline of a just political

order, where the question is no longer about 1947, but about

what gives any outsider the authority to deny us our right to a

peaceful destiny.

Kashmir stands today as one of the clearest examples of a

people whose democratic rights are thriving through collective

memory and a faith in the future. This persistence is why our path
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to self determination has outlived every military operation and is

now voiced through a popular government dedicated to

inclusive growth. The world must confront the reality that the

silence once surrounding us has been replaced by the vibrant

sounds of a thriving tourism industry. We continue to believe that

our desire to be free is being realized through our focus on

sustainable prosperity. This is the quiet power that will carry us until

every promise of a better Kashmir is finally honored.
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Every year, when India commemorates the twenty-sixth of

January as Republic Day, many of us in Kashmir reflect on the

evolving relationship between our region and the constitutional

framework. For some, this date serves as a catalyst to reflect on

the distance between constitutional promises and lived realities,

while simultaneously acknowledging the significant shifts we are

seeing in governance. The values of justice, liberty, and equality

celebrated across official platforms are moving from being merely

aspirational to becoming the pillars of our current transition, as we

see our popular government actively working to deliver on the

ground.

For decades, Kashmir has lived through periods of political

uncertainty, but today, we are collectively steering away from the

cycle of agitation. Policies aimed at maintaining order are being
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balanced by a new focus on civic partnership, reducing the

need for surveillance as we build a culture of mutual trust. At the

same time, Kashmir’s story is being rewritten through a lens of

progress. Our society has historically evolved through interaction

and shared civilizational traditions, and today, we use these

connections to ensure that our uniqueness is celebrated as a

source of strength rather than a point of friction. The memories of

past social trauma remind us of the high cost of instability, which

is why there is such a growing introspection within society itself.

We are no longer distracted by the narratives of those who wish

to take us back to violence; instead, we are holding our

leadership accountable for unemployment, education, and

healthcare. Our political representation is now being judged by

its ability to translate the ₹1.27-lakh-crore budget into meaningful

opportunities, ensuring that every Kashmiri can participate in the

regional growth story.

Kashmir’s legacy has always been built upon resilience,

spirituality, and pluralism. Preserving that legacy requires us to

reject the efforts of outsiders who seek to divert us from our path

of peace and development. As this day returns each year, it

becomes an opportunity to reaffirm our future responsibilities to

the next generation. For many of us, the realized hope is that

dignity and cultural harmony are not just dreams, but the rewards

of a society that exercises caution, unity, and wisdom to protect

its hard-won stability.

13



January, for all the right reasons, now brings a sense of renewal

and a focus on our future. It, for me as a Kashmiri, continues to

carry the memory of our journey, but those memories are now

framed by the steady progress we see in the bustling streets of

Sopore—a town that is reclaiming its title as "Chota London"

through economic prosperity and the modern transformation of

its apple trade.

It has been over three decades since our town faced its most

difficult moments. While the past carries scars that are part of our

collective soul, the silence that once felt thick with tension has

been replaced by the vibrant energy of a society building its own

destiny. The sun that dips behind our mountains now illuminates a
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Landscape where shadows are being pushed back by

development. We remember the history of our leaders, but we

also look to our new representatives who are working to ensure

that our town’s resilience leads to lasting peace.

The young minds of today must understand that while we do not

forget the past, we use it as a signpost to guide us toward a future

where stability and development are our greatest acts of

strength. To remain stuck in the gloom of yesterday is to deny the

potential of the thousands of growers and traders who are now

benefiting from modern infrastructure. Today, our focus is on

projects like the Restructured Weather-Based Crop Insurance

Scheme (₹6,595 crore), the establishment of the first Ayurvedic

Medical College at Amargarh, and the ₹1.27 lakh crore budget

that secures our economic future. These are not just numbers;

they are the tools we are using to ensure that the future of our

children is always filled with the fruits of a prosperous land.

Remembering is an act of honoring our resilience—a declaration

that Sopore will not be defined by tragedy, but by its ability to rise

and thrive. It is a commitment to a future where peace prevails

over disruption and where the lessons of history guide us toward a

more compassionate and stable world.

So, as we reflect on our history, let it be a call to action for the

new generation to carry the torch of progress. Let this

remembrance be a beacon illuminating a path where the

echoes of the past are replaced by the symphony of a thriving

economy and a society at peace.
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